
Upstream 
Upper Pemigewasset Historical Society 

    

 Fall 2011 

 

Carol Riley, President 

Donna Thompson, Vice President 

Janet Peltier, Treasurer 

Judy Boyle, Secretary 

 

Directors:  

Brian Baker 

Carol Govoni 

David Thompson 

Betty Webster 

Jim Fadden 

 

Newsletter Editors:  

Barbara Avery 

Dan Bourassa 

UPHS Annual Meeting  

Wednesday, November 9, 7:00 p.m.  

26 Church Street, Lincoln  

After a brief business meeting,  

we will have a program by  Roz Lowen 

Fall Fungus Frenzy  

presented by Roz Lowen, Mycologist 

 Late summer into early fall is the height of 

mushroom fruiting.  Fungus emerge when tempera-

ture, moisture and length of daylight are favorable for 

individual species.  Different habitats produce differ-

ent fungi.  We will explore the nature of fungi and 

what can be found this time of year in New Hamp-

shire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday, November 9, 7:00 p.m.  

the Museum, 26 Church Street  

Lincoln  
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UPHS Cookbook  

We are putting together 

another cookbook!  There is 

nothing better than a tried 

and true recipe handed 

down through the generations, and we 

would love it if you would share yours with 

us.  If your recipe comes with a story or an-

ecdote, even better! 

Please send your recipes,  and stories too 

if you wish,  to Carol Riley, PO Box 863, Lin-

coln, NH 03251.  If you have any questions, 

call Carol at 745-8159, or stop by the Lincoln 

Library.  

Thank  You!  

We  wish to thank all those  people who 

served as docents this past season: 

Cam and Oneita Soutter 

Vicki Hentschel  

Kareen Hamilton  

Peggy Evans 

Judy and Quent Boyle 

Rita Landry  

Joe Huot 

Brenda Kneeland 

Tom and Pat Tingley 

Charlie and Pauline Harrington  

Jim and Connie Chesebrough 

Frank and Lucky Gagne 

 

UPHS  can always  use more docents.  

Consider signing up for next summer.   Re-

member, you can sign up for as many or as 

few sessions as you want.  

 

The Board of Directors wish to thank  all 

of you who contribute in anyway to the 

UPHS.  Your gifts of money and time are 

very much appreciated whether you: 

 

¶Are a continuing member 

¶Give a donation 

¶Serve as a docent during the summer 

¶Attend a fundraising dinner  

¶Help to clean up our facility inside or out  

¶Help to set up for a special event 

¶Contribute items to our growing collection  

¶Share your ideas, photos and information 

for newsletter articles  

There are so many ways that you can 

help to keep our society moving ahead.   We 

appreciate  your generosity and sincerely. 

Thank you. 

     Spaghetti Dinner  

(date to be announced) 

What could be better  than a tasty spa-

ghetti dinner with friends?    The  Upper 

Pemi Historical Society will again hold a spa-

ghetti dinner fundraiser later in the winter.   

Watch for date, time and place.  Plan to at-

tend, and bring your friends.   
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Successful Silver Tea  

Fundraiser  
On Sunday, September 11, Carol Govoni hosted  a 

lovely tea raising $3500 for the UPHS.  The weather 

was perfect for this outdoor event overlooking the pond.  

The pastries and teas,  only the best, and the company 

sublime.   All, dressed in their best finery, had a won-

derful time.  

We thank Carol for reviving this  charming  fund-

raising tradition from her grandmotherôs time. 
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Pigôs EarðWhat is it?  

Roughly, it is the area of Lincoln, begin-

ning by the Woodstock town line on Route 

112, going east to around Connector Road.  

At the time this area got this name, around 

1900, this area was just outside the enor-

mous area developed by J. E. Henry & Sons 

for their operations, which included the mill 

site, housing, stores, church and school.  

The picture below,  from information 

written on the back, is in the Pigôs Ear sec-

tion of Lincoln in 1906.  (This is the only pic-

ture found at this  time that specifies early 

Pigôs Ear.)  The description goes on to say 

that it is of Alec Gillis, his son Willis, (this is 

the same Willis Gillis pictured in the Spring 

2011 issue standing in front of the very early 

Lincoln School), and that Alecôs wife, Emma, 

is the proprietor of the Pigôs Ear Polander 

Boarding House opened in 1901, and further 

that Alec is a cousin of the McKenzieôs, all 

from Pine Vale, Antigonish, Nova Scotia.   

Another boarding house proprietor of the 

time was Reginald Machell, also from Can-

ada.  In the 1910 census, both Machell and 

Emma Gillis are listed as boarding house 

keepers.  Machell lived with his wife, Mar-

tha, son William, four servants and forty 

two boarders who worked in the mill. Of 

these boarders, twenty-one were Russian, 

Lithuanian or Polish, nine were Irish and 

most of the remaining were second genera-

tion Irish from the New England states.  

Emma Gillis lived with her husband, who 

worked in the mill, their son, three ser-

vants, and eighty-nine boarders who 

worked in the mill. Of these boarders, sev-

enty-seven were Russian, Lithuanian or 

Polish, and five Irish.  None of the men in 

these boarding houses were lumbermen, 

they were all mill workers, and none were 

French Canadian.  On the very same cen-

sus, the lists for the lumber camps in Lin-

coln (camp #1, 9, 16 and 18) show that 

those workers were indeed lumbermen and 

predominantly French Canadian.  

It is hard to find references to Pigôs Ear 

in writings about Lincoln, but Ernest Poole 

did mention it in his The Great White Hills 

of New Hampshire , 1946.  He wrote: 

The following is written on the back 

of the photo: 

Pigôs Ear section of Lincoln, N. H. 

1906. 

Alec Gillis and son Willis and their 

Morgan mare Flo.  

Alecôs wife Emma was the proprie-

tor of Pigs Ear Pollander Boarding 

House 1901 thru 1909. 

Alec Gillis was a cousin of the 

McKenzies all from Pine Vale, Anti-

gonish, Nova Scotia. 

Photo provided by Rick Russack 
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Pigôs Ear is a curious term, and used in 

many places for many different things.  

When you do an online search all kinds of 

things come up.  In late nineteenth century 

England, ñPigôs earò was Cockney rhyming 

slang for beer ï (www.phrases.org.uk).  Also, 

ñTo make a pigôs ear oféò is something that 

has been badly or clumsily done  - 

(www.thefreedictionary.com ).   And the 

phrase, ñTheyôve got the pigôs ear on,ò in 

London would mean a barrel of ale has just 

been tapped ï 

(www.forum.birminghamhistory.co.uk ). 

 

A bit closer to home are the search re-

sults from Pennsylvania.  The website for the 

Pennsylvania Lumber Museum 

(www.lumbermuseum.org ) was first brought 

to my attention by Joe Boyle.  This site has 

lots of pictures of lumbering and logging 

railroads from a time similar to our own his-

tory.  On the óhistoryô section of the site they 

write ñWoodsworkers or woodhicks were 

housed in camps located near the cutting 

operation.  Camps were temporary, rough 

wooden buildings that could be quickly dis-

mantled and relocated as the center of log-

ging operations changed.  With the location 

of each large sawmill, towns spring up al-

most overnight.  Pigs ears (cheap saloons), 

stores, churches, schools, and houses all fol-

lowed the shifting lumber operations.ò    

 

Bill Pippen wrote a book, Wood Hick, 

pigs-ear, and Murphy , 1976.  According to 

Pippin ñHood hicksò were lumbermen who 

were ñphilosophically related to the western 

cowboyò and ñPigs-Earsò was slang for 

ñcheap, dingy, unlawful saloons.ò ï 

(www.genforum.genealogy.com).  Another 

site contained stories from the north central 

Potter County in Pennsylvania, Grandpa 

ñThough in Lincoln he (J. E. Henry) al-

lowed no saloons, just outside was a set-

tlement known as the Pigôs Ear, where 

French Canadians, Russians and Poles 

had a club in which the liquor flowed 

freeéò 

Looking through the Pycologs very few ref-

erences are found.  In 1920: 

ñThe Electric Department has nearly 

finished a new extension to the street 

light system, one branch of which ex-

tends down through ñPigôs Earò to the 

Woodstock line,éò 

In two issues of the Pycolog in the 1940ôs 

references are made to the ñOld Pigôs Earò 

House: 

ñThe Parker-Young Company is digging 

a cellar and making plans to move the 

ñOld Pigôs Earò house.  This building 

was formerly occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 

Tom Bishop and Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 

LaBrecque.ò  And in a later issueé ñThe 

Parker -Young Company is remodeling 

the old ñPigôs Ear Houseò and that will 

also add to the South End.ò 

Pigôs EarðWhy?  

Now that over a hundred years has passed, 

can we ever know why it was called Pigôs Ear?

If you ask people who have lived in Lincoln 

most of their lives, responses are quite similar, 

in that they sensibly refer to pigs.  

¶ Someone living there had pigs 

¶ There was a house there and someone 

nailed pigôs ears to the door 

¶ Someone had pigs with velvety ears 

¶ Boarding House owner Machell  (the 

very same Reg Machell  on page 4) had 

silken ears like a pig 

http://www.phrases.org.uk
http://www.thefreedictionary.com
http://www.forum.birminghamhistory.co.uk
http://www.lumbermuseum.org
http://www.genforum.genealogy.com
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Our Facility  

The building at 26 Church Street in 

Lincoln has had a long and varied his-

tory and for many years has been home 

to the UPHS.  Over the past several 

years many improvements have been 

made.  It is now apparent that the sid-

ing and roof needs to be replaced.  This 

project will probably cost about 

$75,000  

We would welcome any donations 

toward this capital project.  Thank you 

for your consideration.  

Thanks for helping!  

This article is the result of very pleasant 
and valuable  conversations with several peo-
ple, including Helena OôRourke, Rita Landry, 
Charles Harrington, Floyd Ramsey.  Through 
email contacts I received the wonderful photo 
on page  4   from Rick Russack.  And Joe 
Boyle provided much help, as usual, in this 
case information from his uncle Francisô notes 
on Lincoln history.  

 

But We Need More Help!  

We would like to write more about this 

interesting area of town, but we need your 

help.  Look through your photos, think back in 

time for  memories relating to this area and 

how it has changed through the 1930ôs, on up 

to the present day.  Do you have a picture of 

the Ella May Diner, the Shamrock Café, the 

South End Grocery? If you would be willing to 

share your memorabilia or your memories, 

please contact: 

Dan Bourassa, 745-8754 

Barbara Avery, 745-8845, or  

bdavery@roadrunner.com 

was a horsethief- and other tales from the 

Potter Enterprise , submitted and tran-

scribed by Frankie Stonemetz and Tim 

Chase.  Here, under ñHotbeds of Crimeò is 

the definition: ñPigôs ears ï illegal drinking 

establishments that abounded throughout 

the county during the period when prohibi-

tion laws were in effect ï were also hot spots 

for all kinds of illegal activities, fueled by the 

patronsô consumption of the beverages of-

fered.ò (www.paintedhills.org/POTTER/ ).   

 

Well, what does all this mean?  Who 

knows.   In my chat with Floyd Ramsey, he 

told me that  when they were working on the 

Lincoln Bicentennial, he and Sherm Adams 

wanted to include something about where 

this colorful name came from.  They did not 

include anything because they could not find 

out anything.  And, regarding all those refer-

ences to pigs, if you check the Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Map for Lincoln dated 1911, there 

is a building in that area that is clearly 

marked the ñPiggery.ò 

http://www.paintedhills.org/POTTER/
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Thoughts and Observations  
Woodstock Schools 1890 ð1910 
 

During most of the 1800ôs, schools were 

located in neighborhoods and run by those 

who lived in those areas.  Neighborhood 

schools enabled children to walk to school, 

but the quality of the education might differ 

greatly from one school to another.  School 

was usually in operation only for two terms 

each year, spring and fall, each term being 

only five or six weeks.  Sometimes teachers 

could not be found, so there might be no 

school for that term.   

 

In 1886 the state passed a law which did 

away with the district system and put all 

schools within a town under the supervision 

of the townôs school board.   Ideally this sys-

tem was to reduce the number of schools, 

include transportation to schools, and work 

toward more equitable and graded  educa-

tion for all students in the town.   However, 

some one-room schoolhouses did remain for 

many years, particularly because population 

clusters were often far from one another and 

the transportation issue had not been re-

solved.   

 

On the 1892 Grafton County map the 

number of Woodstockôs schools have been 

reduced from as many as six to three: Dis-

trict I, or the Center School located in the 

lower village on Route 3; District II, or Tan-

nery School located on Mirror Lake Road; 

and District III, or North Woodstock School, 

located on School Street.    These three 

schools were the traditional one-room school 

houses.  The spring and fall terms were get-

ting longer and often a winter term was 

added.  The teachers were more likely to be 

graduates of at least a Normal School.   

 

Though the increase in the number of 

students in Woodstock was not as dramatic 

as in Lincoln between 1890 and 1910, it was 

enough to require  expansion.   Also, this 

population increase occurred most dramati-

cally  in the North Woodstock area.  But 

now,  as expansion occurred, more  thought 

and energy  was eventually put towards 

graded classes in a consolidated system. 

 

North Woodstock School  

The original school in the north part of 

town was near the bridge over Lost River.  

Some sources say this building was moved to 

School street, but on March 15, 1890, the 

School Board voted to build a school house 

at this School street location and raised 

$800 to do so.  By the mid 1890ôs this one 

room schoolhouse had as many as forty stu-

dents, as the population in that area was 

growing.  The School Report for that time 

stated: 

 

ñWe consider it almost an absolute 

necessity that two rooms be provided 

for this school, that the younger pupils 

and the older ones may be taught in 

separate grades.  No teacher can do 

justice to the numerous classes occa-

sioned in a large school of children at 

all ages from four to eighteen, as there 

have been in this school.  Before an-

other school year begins there will be 

Year Lincoln Students Woodstock Students 

1890 22 75 

1895 84 76 

1900 96 115 

1905 118 128 

1910 186 191 
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several more children old enough to 

be scholars and we hope our citizens 

will consider the matter carefully and 

do that which shall be for the best in-

terest of the children and the commu-

nity.ò 

 

In 1896 Woodstock voted to grade the 

school at North Woodstock and appropriated  

$500 to provide enough room so that the 

school could be divided into two grades, thus 

creating a Primary  school and  a Grammar 

school.    They actually built a second build-

ing and these two school buildings can be 

seen on the map in the hall at the Woodstock 

Town Office Building, North Woodstock Wa-

ter Works, 1897. 

 

According to the School report in 1892, 

there were now three main problems con-

cerning the School Board.  One was the 

problem of transportation.  The School 

Board felt it was the responsibilities of par-

ents to get their children to school, but par-

ents felt otherwise.  Too often children did 

not attend in bad weather.  This affected the 

other problem.  The School Board wanted to 

provide thirty weeks of school each year, but 

they continually fell short because of weather 

and illnesses like whooping cough and diph-

theria.  The third concern was that a new 

state law had been passed which required 

towns to pay the tuition of students desiring 

to attend high school if the town did not it-

self maintain a high school. 
 

By 1905, all schools but the Tannery 

school, were able to offer at least thirty 

weeks of classes.  Transportation was still a 

controversial issue.  The need for the stu-

dents to have some physical activity was 

raised.  Parents thought it unnecessary, 

teachers thought otherwise, and the North 

Woodstock school had no room for a play-

ground anyway. 

 

In the fall of 1908, another room was 

added to the North Woodstock school to ac-

commodate an Intermediate School for all 

Woodstock students.    This helped to take 

care of the rapidly increasing numbers of 

children while the town planned for a new 

larger school on Depot Street, which would 

replace  the existing North Woodstock school 

buildings as well as eventually provide  

higher grades for all Woodstock students.  

 

 

The North Wood-

stock School, built to 

incorporate all other 

North Woodstock 

schools, plus higher 

grades for all Wood-

stock pupils, is now 

Schoolhouse Condos. 



9 Upstream  Fall 2011 

 

Also at this time, they reminded parents that 

children under five years of age will not be 

allowed to attend school. 
 

By the fall of 1909, this new North 

Woodstock school was in operation, offering 

one year of high school with plans to add an-

other year of high school learning each year.   

Actually the full four years of high school 

were not in place until the fall of 1918. 

 

Woodstock Center School  

The Woodstock Center School in Wood-

stock Village was built in 1886 up on Route 

3, replacing others that had been located at 

the bottom of the hill by the railroad tracks.  

This school experienced a more gradual in-

crease in attendance than North Woodstock 

and steadily worked to increase the number 

of weeks of classes per year.  Still, they had 

problems with the winter term as seen in this 

excerpt from the 1905 report:  

 

ñThere were thirty-six pupils in the 

school at the fall term.  In the winter 

only eighteen pupils were registered 

andéonly seven days when the whole 

number were present.  éYears ago it 

was considered that the winter term 

of school was the best for study.  It 

gave strength, energy and vitality for 

the boys and even the girls to walk to 

school in winter weather and if a day 

proved too stormy, some kind, enter-

prising parent would take ox or horse 

sled and carry all pupils in his vicinity 

to school and go for them in the after-

noon.  Times were better before it was 

expected that the School Board would 

see that the children were conveyed to 

school every day.ò 

 

Woodstock Center School,  

now a private residence  

By 1908 the increased number of stu-

dents necessitated changes,  and eighth and 

ninth graders from the Center school trav-

eled to North Woodstock to attend the new 

Intermediate school there.  In 1909, sixty -

four pupils wished to register at the Center 

School, an impossible situation.  The eight 

youngest were turned away, and eight more 

were sent to North Woodstock.  Those stu-

dents from the Village area attending school 

in North Woodstock traveled by train and 

because of the train schedule, they could 

only spend four and one half hours in school 

instead of six hours.     

 

At this time several improvements were 

noted as needed at the Center School: 
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Do You have Pictures?  

While looking for information on our 

early Woodstock Schools, I was not able to 

find any photos of the Tannery school (the 

one built in 1909 or earlier ones), or of the 

Primary and Grammar Schools on School 

Street in North Woodstock (before they be-

came residences), or of the  Lost River Road 

School.  If you have such photos, and would 

be willing to loan them long enough to be 

scanned, we would be delighted. 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Barbara Avery 

 

ñThe building at the Center is in great 

need of minor repairs, freshening and 

interior painting, and the work in 

such a large school can be conducted 

to much greater advantage if single 

seats can be installed to replace the 

battered, double, uncomfortable and 

antiquated type now in use.ò 

 

 By 1910, a new school room at the 

Center school was completed and it was no 

longer necessary for as many students to 

travel by train to North Woodstock for their 

education.   

 

Tannery School  

As attendance at North Woodstock and 

Woodstock Center Schools was growing, the 

Tannery School suffered from declining  

numbers of children.  This school also regu-

larly had but two terms of classes each year, 

a summer and a fall term.  As they had but a 

third of the number of pupils elsewhere, per-

haps they could accomplish the same in just 

two terms.   

 

According to the 1902 school report, the 

Tannery school was  discontinued for the 

year as there were only two students.   These 

students  attended a nearby Thornton school 

(At this time two Thornton students, proba-

bly, from the Gore, attended the Center 

School),  and one  family was reimbursed to 

have a child home-schooled for a term.  The 

number of students increased after this and 

they continued to have two terms each year 

with three of four students each term.  By 

1907 the Tannery school offered three terms 

to about a dozen students.   A lot was pur-

chased for a new school which was ready for 

occupancy by October of 1909.  In early 1909 

a report stated that:  

 

ñThe accommodations at the Tannery 

are very crude, the location very un-

sightly for a school house and the 

promised building will be a blessing.ò 

 

Lost River School  

In the mid -1890ôs there had been a 

school, since discontinued, in the area west 

of town.  But in 1909, the School Board fol-

lowed up on a request for a school at Lost 

River.   At this time, the lumber operation on 

Lost River road volunteered to furnish a 

school room, fuel and teacherôs board in re-

turn for the town providing texts and 

teacherôs salary.   The town agreed, but just a 

year later, because of the increased number 

of families moving into the area on account 

of lumber operations, it was necessary to 

build a new school house there.   By 1914, it 

was decided that it would be cheaper to hire 

someone to transport these children to 

North Woodstock and the Lost River School 

was again discontinued. 
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The Upper Pemigewasset Historical Society presently has a fascinating publication for sale.   

Now Available!:  

¶ The Pycolog, the most complete record of life in the Lincoln -Woodstock area during the 
early and mid-20th century.  

¶ The Pycolog was published monthly by The Parker Young Company, and later by The 
Marcalus Paper Company from 1919-29 and 1941-48. 

¶ We offer a nearly complete run of this publication on a set of three DVDs.  Together, 
there are over 1,500 pages of history on these discs, and hundreds of photographs.  In-
cluded, along with the activities in the Mills and the lumbering operations, are details on 
nearly every aspect of life in the towns. The discs are fully searchable . 

¶ The price of the set is $99.50 postpaid. 
 
To order, send a check or money order to: Upper Pemi Historical Society  
      P.O. Box 863, Lincoln, NH 03251      

Old Yearbooks?  

The UPHS is looking for old high school year books to add to its 

collection.  Check your bookshelves, basement and attic, and if you can 

part with them, consider giving them a permanent home at the museum.   

We especially need year books from Woodstock. 

 

Thank you 

Checkout Our Website!  
 

The website logginginlincoln.com is growing constantly.  Check it out.    Some new items 

are: 

¶ A short video of the Mill Demolition  

¶ All 8 of Franklin Leavitt's Maps  

¶ Over 20 White Mountain National Forest Maps, with notes and background 

¶ Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of Lincoln, North  Woodstock and 12 other White 

Mountain  towns 

 

This website also carries our newsletters available in adobe for reading or printing.  Also 

logginginlincoln.com and whitemountainhistory.org  are both valuable resources for old pho-

tos. 

http://vimeo.com/18815929
http://whitemountainhistory.org/Franklin_Leavitt_Maps.html
http://whitemountainhistory.org/National_Forest_Maps.html
http://whitemountainhistory.org/Fire_Insurance_Maps.html


12 Upstream  Fall 2011 

 

Presorted 

Standard 

US Postage 

Paid 

Lincoln, NH 

03251 

Permit No. 24 

 Upper Pemigewasset Historical Society 

PO Box 863 

Lincoln, NH 03251 

Supporters  

These companies are supporting the U.P.H.S.  We sincerely need and appreciate their help.  

Many thanks! Please contact us if you would like to have your business appear here. 

UPHS Newsletters from the past  

Have you saved past issues of the UPHS newsletters?  We are trying to put together a com-

plete file of all the past issues.  Let us know if you have old issues, maybe you can help us com-

plete  our file.  Contact David Thompson.  Thank you. 


